February Monthly Activity Packet (Can be used for any time of the year)
Print this MoneyAndStuff.info Monthly Activity Packet and use it in your classroom, daycare,
group, or home. Find many more free Activites, Coloring Pages, and Lessons at
www.MoneyAndStuff.info.

Income, Expenses & Budgeting
This packet includes activities that help young children understand and learn about counting
money, shopping on a budget and writing a check.

Recommended Books
A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams.
After the protagonist’s family loses their home in a fire, all the family members work hard to
save money so they can buy a new chair. (Ages 4 to 8)
Coat of Many Colors by Dolly Parton.
The singer writes about a young girl’s mother making her a coat out of rags and the reaction
of her peers at school. (Ages 4 to 8)

Play the Finances 101 Online Sims Game

Finances 101 is available as an Online Sim-type Game and as a life-sized game board in a
school or community center setting. Students travel around a life-sized game board. Some of
life’s choices lie in the draw of the cards, the roll of the dice or the spin of a wheel. Students
may payout money to be in a friend’s wedding, have a winning lottery ticket, pay an unexpected visit to the emergency room or get a promotion at work. There is uncertainty around
every corner, along with opportunities to make sound financial decisions too!
Students learn:
•About earning a salary and paying bills and taxes
•What it costs to run a household
•How earnings impact buying decisions
•What responsibilities lie ahead in the adult world
You can play online now and learn about the board game and events at
www.finances101thegame.org

Activity
PLAN IT
Get your child thinking about the value and limitations of money by playing PLAN IT.
All it takes is a catalog or a flyer from the Sunday paper or the Internet plus a little
imagination.
PLAN IT helps upper elementary or middle school kids learn both the limitations of
money and the importance of smart buying decisions by having children put together
“shopping lists” according to a set budget. This activity can center on a child shopping
for himself/herself or shopping for gifts.
ITEMS NEEDED:
One or more advertising flyers or catalogs that include pricing.
A sheet of paper and pen or pencil.
Possibly a calculator.
HOW TO PLAY:
Ask the child to make up a list of items from the catalog(s) or flyer(s) to buy within a
specific budget. Add up the items on the “shopping list” to see if they fit within the
budget. Discuss whether the items on the list are the best way to spend the money.
VARIATIONS:
Have the child do the same exercise without the aid of paper or a calculator.
Add the wrinkle of saying that he or she needs to pick out enough items from a grocery
store flyer so that the family can eat five dinners for the week.
Pretend the child has just won a specific large sum of money (maybe $1,000), and have
them use the catalogs to create a list of dream items.
Have two or more children play, and the one who comes the closest to the budget
without going over wins.

HAPPY

VALENTINE’S DAY

These kittens bought a lot of Valentine hearts for their Mother.
If each heart cost 10 cents, how much did they spend?
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Check Writing Basics
Date: Write the date that you are filling out the check.
Pay to the Order of: Write the name of the company or person that will
receive the payment. In order to prevent fraud, it is a good idea to draw a
line to the end, after you write the payee’s name.
$: Put the amount of the check in this box. It should be in numbers, such as
$21.45.
Dollars: Fill-in the amount of the check in words, such as twenty-one and
45/100. In order to prevent fraud, it is a good idea to draw a line to the end
after you have written the check amount.
Memo: Use this area to write yourself a note that explains why you wrote the
check or to record the account number of the bill. This section does not
need to be completed for the check to be valid.
Signature: You must sign your name here to validate your check.
Routing Number: The code that identifies your credit union. It is also used to
process automated transfers, such as direct deposit.
Account Number: Your unique share draft number.

Tips to protect your money
Use dark ink when writing checks; never use pencil or erasable ink.
Write clearly.
Always start at the far left, so extra numbers cannot be written in.
Keep your checks in a safe place.

